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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 0563 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, SO 

SUBJ: PODGORNY DEPARTS MOGADISCIO 

REF: MOGADISCIO 0551 

1 . SOVIET PRESIDENT PODGORNY DEPARTED MOGADISCIO WYEP ZULU 
APRIL 3. SOVIET SOURCES CLAIM HE WILL BE BACK IN MOSCOW APRIL 
4 AFTER OVERNIGHT STOP AT TASHKENT. 

2. THUS FAR WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ABOUT RESULTS PODGORNY'S 
TALKS WITH GSDR OFFICIALS, BUT IT IS INTERESTING THAT FIRST 

VICE PRESIDENT LT. GEN. MOHAMED ALI SAMANTAR, DEFENSE MINISTER 
OF GSDR AND ONE OF MOST PRO-SOVIET MEMBERS PRESIDENT SIAD'S 
INNER CIRCLE, LEFT HERE WITH PODGORNY. OBSERVERS SPECULATE THAT. 

IN VIEW SHORTNESS OF PODGORNY'S VISIT. SAMANTAR MAY HAVE BEEN 
ASKED TO GO ALONG TOTFISCUSS DETAILS OF POSSIBLE SOVIET MILITARY 
QUID PRO QUO FOR GSDR'S CONTINUED LOYALTY TO SOVIET CAMP. IT 
IS NOT KNOWN WHETHER SAMANTAR WILL GO ALL THE WAY TO MOSCOW OR 
DISEMBARK SOMEWHERE EN ROUTE. 
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